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The present application shall be recognized to be rejected on the following 
ground. It is required that the remarks, if any, be submitted within 60 
days from the date on which the present NOTICE was mailed. 

GROUND 

A. It is recognized that the present application does not satisfy the 
conditions prescribed in Article 37 of the Patent Law on the following point. 

* * * omitted * * * 

B. It is recognized that, because the invention described in claim 1 of the 
present application could have been invented readily by a person having 
ordinary knowledge in the field of the art to which the present invention 
pertains prior to the filing of the present application based on the invention 
as described in the following publication(s) distributed or the invention as 
made available to the public through electric telecommunication lines in 
Japan and/or foreign countries prior to the filing of the present application, 
a patent cannot be granted thereto under the provision of Paragraph 2 of 
Article 29 of the Patent Law. 

REMARKS (See the list of the cited references.) 
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Cited Reference 1 describes a CATV tuner comprising an upstream 
circuit for transmitting a data signal to a CATV station, wherein 

said upstream circuit includes a power amplifier 21 (corresponding 
to the "power amplifying circuit" of the present invention). 

The invention recited in claim 1 of the present application differs 
from the invention described in Cited Reference 1 in that (l) it includes a 
gain control circuit that can control gain, and (2) it includes a control circuit 
for controlling transmission/interruption of the data signal. 

However, referring first to the point of difference (l) above, 
providing a gain control circuit that can control gain to the upstream circuit 
for transmitting a data signal to a CATV station is a well-known technique, 
as shown in Cited Reference 2. Thus, there is no particular technical 
difficulty in the point of difference (l). 

Referring next to the point of difference (2) above, interrupting the 
up signal to the CATV station is a well-known technique, as shown in Cited 
Reference 3. Thus, there is no particular technical difficulty in the point of 
difference (2) as well. 

Accordingly, the invention recited in claim 1 of the present 
application could have readily been made by a person skilled in the art 
based on the inventions described in Cited References 1-3. 

LIST OF CITED REFERENCES 

(1) Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2000-224556 

(2) Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 11-261980 

(3) Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 9-307874 

If any grounds of rejection are newly found, the grounds of rejection 
will be noticed. 
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